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Towson, MD - Two recent murder trials in this area illustrate the continuing insanity within the American judicial system.  Both cases involved defendants who openly admitted taking the life of a fellow human.  The results of both trials should shame all Americans.
In the first case, Jack Ronald Jones had pleaded guilty to a particularly brutal murder.  Jones, who is 26, and a 17-year old co-defendant, happened upon a young Frostburg State College student, Stephanie Ann Roper.  Her car had broken down around midnight last April 3 on a rural road hear here.  Jones and his compatriot offered the girl assistance, but instead, they drove her to an abandoned house where she was repeatedly raped, then hit over the head with a chain, shot in the back of the head, and then set on fire.  The actual details were apparently even more gruesome.  In his defense, Jones' attorney argued that he was unlikely to pose a further threat to society, that he had been cooperative with the police following his arrest, and that he was now attempting to improve his life through religion.  His defense counsel also argued that Jones' use of alcohol and drugs contributed to his act and that Jones' family would suffer "lifelong anguish" if he were executed.
After deliberating only 10 hours, the jury opted not to impose the death penalty, but to sentence Jones to life imprisonment.  The judge then assigned concurrent sentences of 23 years for kidnapping and life for rape.  What this verdict really translates to, however, is that with good behavior Jones will be a free man in less than 12 years.  In contrast, the Roper family will mourn forever the senseless savagery perpetuated on their defenseless daughter by this pair of sub-humans.
The second trial took place not too far south of here in Washington, Virginia.  In this case a Loudon County horse trainer, Theodore Gregory, was convicted of voluntary manslaughter.  Gregory, who had been in the Rappahannock County jail for 22 months without bail while waiting for trial, was released immediately by the judge after promising to pay a fine of $1000!!
In fact, Gregory had openly admitted murdering Howard LaBove with 3 shots from a .45 caliber pistol after finding LaBove in bed with his estranged wife from whom he had been separated for the past three months.  Gregory's defense, on which his family paid over $60,000, was that his mind had snapped when he saw his wife depart a restaurant with another man because he had been influenced by lyrics from country songs about cheating women (I am not making this up).  It was reported that $3000 of Gregory's well-spent defense dollars paid for a Washington, D.C. psychiatrist whose "expert" testimony leant credence to this absurd crock.
The Jones and Gregory verdicts should cause everyone to stop and think seriously about the monster we have created with our present judicial system.  This is not a “they should do something about it” issue.  It is a "we" challenge to overhaul a system which appears to pamper admitted murderers at the expense of their victims.  Corrective measures will occur only if each of us becomes sufficiently angry to demand action from our legislators and judges.
I thought you might like to know.
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