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Victoria, Seychelles – Located 500 miles south of the equator here in the Indian Ocean, this collection of 92 islands has become far more than a tropical hide-a-way for drifters and the idle rich.  The strategic value of land – any land – in this vast ocean has catapulted such tiny, obscure islands directly into the international spotlight.
The Seychelles, for example, are currently being wooed by all the superpowers.  Although the islands themselves are rather inconsequential (fishing and tourism are the major sources of revenue) there are airfields and harbors to be had.  Therein lays the attraction.  With over 50 warships of various navies now routinely deployed in the Indian Ocean, port facilities have become essential, and airfields are an operational necessity.

As a result, Seychellois political leaders are regularly courted to grant diplomatic clearances for visits by warships and military aircraft.  Although there are only 65,000 inhabitants of the entire Seychelles, the U.S. has an Ambassador and a Charge’d’Affairs with a full embassy staff here in Victoria.  Foreign aid has been readily available from both Soviet and Western nations.

All of this makes for a very unstable domestic political situation.  Traded as a pawn between the British and the French for over 200 years, the Seychelles were granted independence by the U.K. in 1976.  Since that time there has been a continuing series of coups, some more successful than others.  The most recent attempt (last November) ended in a farcical gun battle at the main airport with President France Albert Rene still in control.  The national army (900 men) is trained by Tanzanians and equipped with mostly Soviet arms financed by the French, British, Libyans, Russians, Americans, and a plethora of others.  The South Africans were rumored to have been intimately involved in the November coup attempt.
In short, this nation is on sale to the highest bidder.  Like so many other recently proclaimed nations, the Seychelles have decided that their best route to receive maximize economic assistance is to proclaim itself “non-aligned” and to entertain the financial offers of suitors of all political persuasions.  Leaning back and forth between the superpowers has become a dangerous, but lucrative, game for these descendants of early French settlers and their African slaves.  This is indeed heady stuff for a nation with one-third the population of a mid-size American city, such as Spokane.
I thought you might like to know.
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