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Sydney, New South Wales, Australia – This is where Australia's original European settlers arrived.  Some came more willingly than others.  Throughout the 19th century Australia was a dumping ground for the “undesirables” of British society.  Convicts, both male and female, were shipped here by the thousands.  Few ever returned to the British isles.
Judging by recent figures of net immigration between the U.K. and Australia, one must conclude that the trend which originated in Britain as a punishment has been perpetuated over the years by voluntary immigration of non-convict Brits to this land of opportunity.  It would appear that Australia has been the consistent winner in the exchange.  The attraction is evident.  Not only is the weather vastly superior to the British Isles, but unemployment is less here.  The standard of living is higher (for the “average bloke”) and the depth of the class struggle which permeates British life is barely noticeable.
In fact, there is an amazing uniformity among Aussies.  Although the country is several times the size of the British Isles in area, I have heard surprisingly little difference in accents and lifestyle.  There are some regional differences, of course.  Western Australians consider themselves very different from their countrymen here in Sydney, or other large cities such as Melbourne or Adelaide.  There is a strong sense of statehood in each of the 6 Aussie states.  However, these differences pale into insignificance when compared to the chasm which separates Mississippi from Massachusetts or Liverpool from London.  The regional differences in the U.S. which make chitlins and grits virtually unknown other than in the South do not exist in Australia.
Racial pressures are not yet a factor, largely due to restrictive immigration laws controlling who can come from what countries, basically excluding entry except by whites from North America and Europe.  The native Aborigines have long ago been submerged by the swarms of arriving Europeans who not only treated them harshly (to put it mildly), but have had little access to the political process.  (Comparisons with the status of the American Indians come to mind).  Although not written anywhere in law, there is a definite "White Australia" policy which ensures that black, yellow, and brown immigrants are denied permanent citizenship.  Most Aussies prefer not to talk about this aspect of their society.  A large majority of the populace has silently supported such sanctions since 1901.  The irony, of course, is that today's descendants of the convicts who originally settled Australia now consider themselves superior to three quarters of the world's population
Australia is certainly not alone in wrestling with racial policy.  Nearly every former British colony, including the United States, has had difficulty with this issue.  However, the Australian “solution” will continue to go widely unnoticed so long as their prosperity also goes unnoticed.  How long they can continue this shell game is questionable in view of the fact that they are sitting in a paradise.
I thought you might like to know.
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