
Littoral Lesson
by
Eyes Right 
Mogadishu, Somalia – Quick!  Name the littoral nations of the Northern Arabian Sea.  If you are hesitating, give yourself low marks on geography and a "F" in current events.
I assume that you, like most Americans, use petroleum products on a regular basis.  If so, you may soon find yourself learning far more about this part of the world than you ever imagined.   Whereas most “people on the street” have some general idea of where Poland, for example, may be (e.g., somewhere near Russia?), there is pretty much widespread ignorance about Somalia and its relationship to your life.  
Somalia is, in fact, one of the poorer nations of the world.  Nearly 70% of its population exists at the subsistence level.  It has been in political turmoil nearly continuously since becoming an independent nation in 1960;  To make matters worse, it is currently engaged in external disputes with Kenya to the south and Ethiopia to its west.  After nearly 19 years of close military cooperation with the Soviet Union, President Siad Barre terminated the relationship in 1977 and began to pursue closer ties with China and some of the major Western powers, including the U.S.  
The United States began to develop an increasing interest in this entire region shortly after the shock wave of the Arab oil embargo of the mid-1970's hit home.  Due to its strategic location at the junction of the Gulf of Aden and the Arabian Sea, Somalia is an ideal base from which to monitor and protect oil shipments both through the Red Sea and also coming from the south around Africa via the Cape of Good Hope.  Thus, American access to Somalian facilities and airfields has become a high priority item for the U.S. 
American warships now visit Mogadishu on a regular basis, and Somalian military forces (such as they are) recently participated in "Operation Bright Star" - a major military exercise which included forces from Sudan, Egypt, Oman, and the U.S.  In return, Somalians are now slated to receive millions in American aid, mostly in the form of “defensive” military equipment.  I assume that there will be leakage of several million dollars to connected Somalians.
Such are the harsh political facts over here.  If we wish to maintain the continuous flow of oil from this region, we must pay the price - and it is a high one - to nations which many of us do not know even exist.  You see, that gasoline at your local service station is costing you a lot more than $1.35/gallon.
PS.  Those littoral nations I quizzed you on above are:  Somalia, Yemen, Oman, Iran, Pakistan, India and Sri Lanka.
I thought you might like to know.
E-R

