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Kadena, Okinawa – As I travel through various countries overseas, I find that the school children are an excellent barometer to observe.  Here in Okinawa, for example, the children in many ways reflect the strengths and the weaknesses of the Japanese nation.
Although Okinawa is located several hundred miles south of mainland Japan and has been only recently been returned by the U.S. to Japanese control, the culture of the island has always been unabashedly Japanese.

The school children are very disciplined and polite.  They all wear clean and well-pressed uniforms to school.  Boys wear an Army-style black choke-collar tunic with black trousers and a cloth cap with a visor.  Girls, in contrast, have an attractive Navy outfit with a dark blue pleated skirt, a white middy blouse and an optional jacket.  The girls wore various colored ribbons as ties with the blouses to identify the school which they attend.

The school clothing is exceptionally attractive and seems to help to discourage rowdiness.  I observed no hooliganism on the streets by teenagers during my stay.  In fact, young children were playing basketball in the alleys and toddlers were cavorting unattended on the sidewalks of the main street through the downtown area.  Mugging is simply not a problem here – at least by schoolchildren.

On the other hand, there seemed to me to be a certain lack of spontaneity among the Okinawan children.  After school games were highly organized, with baseball and soccer being the most visible activities. It is a highly disciplined society.

On the whole, Okinawan children looked exceptionally healthy and vigorous.  Of the hundreds of children I observed, I saw not one obese, or even mildly overweight, youngsters. They seem to be well-placed to continue the Japanese assault on world markets in the years ahead.  I am not certain that American children will be able to keep up with them.

I thought you might like to know.
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